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The unofficial end of summer has 

passed and we are looking forward to 

autumn activities: start-up of school, 

football, the Royals in the playoffs.  

A number of events have occurred 

since the last newsletter. PECon2017 

in Atlanta was a huge success 

including the installation of our own 

Tom Roberts as president and Brian 

Armstrong as treasurer. KSPE was 

represented at the conference by ten 

members, including a presentation by 

Adam Stodola.  

My first official duty representing 

KSPE was July 14th at the Licensure 

Ceremony. There were 110 new 

engineers whom earned their license 

during the spring examination period.  

Twenty-four individuals attended the 

festivities held in the Kansas State 

Capitol Rotunda. 

Engineers celebrated August 2nd as the 

second annual PE Day. Kansas 

Governor Sam Brownback signed a 

proclamation in honor of the day. The 

Salina City Commission also signed a 

proclamation. Thousands shared on 

social media at KSPE and NSPE their 

reasons on why they became 

Professional Engineers. 

The agenda for KSPE will be gaining 

speed soon. Travis Lowe and I have 

been busy scheduling the chapter 

visits. At this time all but two visits 

have been set. The Kansas 

Department of Labor will be holding a 

public hearing September 7th on the 

Kansas 

Amusement Ride 

Act. This past 

summer has seen 

the recently 

passed amusement 

park legislation in 

the news. The reports focused on how 

disappointed the children were 

because their water slides hadn’t 

opened because of the inspection 

requirements or the small county fair 

operators who couldn’t pay for the 

insurance. About the same time as 

those reports were circulating, news of 

another amusement ride fatality, this 

one from Ohio, made the national 

news. KSPE will be in attendance at 

the hearing.  

The Kansas Water Office (KWO) has a 

meeting at the end of September in an 

effort to build a large water coalition 

regarding the future of water in 

Kansas. KWO contacted KSPE and 

said they want to have PE’s at the 

table.  David Pope, former Chief 

Engineer for the Division of Water 

Resources, Kansas Department of 

Agriculture, will be representing 

KSPE. 

Remember to visit with your local and 

state representatives. Engage them at 

your community events, social 

gatherings or the grocery store. You 

don’t always need to talk politics or 

issues, but it helps to have that 

personal interaction when you need to 

discuss those items. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Wayne Nelson, PE 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
By Travis Lowe 

KSPE Members, 

We hope you had a memorable summer!   

Kansas made a great showing at the NSPE 

Conference in Atlanta.  There were eleven 

Kansans in attendance, which I hear is more than 

the Georgia Society members had at the 

Conference in Atlanta.  But who’s keeping track?? 

We are proud to see our own Tom Roberts now 

reigning as the NSPE President. Tom has big 

plans for NSPE over the next year and we are 

excited to see it all unfold. Brian Armstrong is 

also the treasurer, which gives Kansas two voices 

on the executive committee at the national level.  

NSPE’s House of Delegates voted to approve 

adopting the new membership model. A handful 

of societies voted against it but the vote was not 

close.  Kansas voted yes, per the decision by our 

Board last June. The model changes will come in 

phases, and I have been asked to serve on the new 

taskforce to provide input in this process. It is 

great for Kansas to have this type of role in the 

change. We will keep you updated as we learn 

more.  

Back at home in Kansas, the association is 

working on multiple fronts.   You may have 

noticed KSPE is transitioning over to the new 

logo. It is amazing how many different documents, 

forms, literature pieces and webpages require 

updates. Other states are making the transitions, 

too.   

KSPE is ramping up our presence on social media. 

Be sure to retweet KSPE when you can, as this 

adds exposure to our activity and brand.  

The 2018 Conference 

Planning Committee is hard 

at work planning your next 

conference. We have great 

speakers planned that 

should appeal to multiple 

segments of the industry. 

We hope you are planning to attend this 

conference in Manhattan. Your attendance and 

sponsorships make a big impact on our 

association’s finances.  The conference will be held 

on June 6-8, 2018 in Manhattan.   

The KSPE lobbyists and Government Relations 

Committee are enjoying the chance to catch their 

breath after the long session.  The 2017 legislative 

session was truly one for the books. However, as 

time moves fast, we will begin planning for the 

next session very soon.  Although it is a non-

election year, the KSPE Political Action 

Committee decided to support a handful of our 

legislative champions. We truly appreciate the 

efforts by these champions that protect our 

interests. We need them to stay in Topeka and 

PAC support makes a big difference. Thank you to 

everyone who supports KSPE PAC. 

Later this fall we will be traveling around the 

state for chapter visits. We look forward to 

providing KSPE updates while listening to your 

comments and questions.  Hope you can make it! 

Thank you to each one of you for your continued 

support of the association from all of us at the 

KSPE office.   

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Anthony Cellitti, P.E. 

Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. 

 

Micheal Panethiere 

M Panethiere & Associates, Consulting Engineers    
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KANSAS’ OWN TOM ROBERTS BECOMES  

NSPE PRESIDENT  

A new sheriff is in town for the 

National Society of Professional 

Engineers (NSPE). Tom Roberts, P.E., 

F.NSPE, formally assumed the NSPE 

presidency through summer of 2018.  

The annual installation ceremony 

took place on July 22 during the 

NSPE’s Annual PE Conference in 

Atlanta.  

KSPE members attending the 

conference were elated to see a fellow 

Kansan installed to NSPE’s highest 

office.   The Kansas society is becoming well 

known for its growing pool of leaders willing to 

help shape the future of the industry at the 

national level.  A Kansas licensed professional 

engineer has held NSPE’s presidency twice in the 

last three years, with Tim Austin, P.E., FNSPE, 

serving from 2015-2016.  Meanwhile, 

Brian Armstrong, P.E., joins Roberts’s 

Executive Committee, serving as 

treasurer for the next year.  

Roberts is no stranger to leading 

industry organizations. He served as 

KSPE’s President from 2008-2009 and 

has remained active leading the 

state’s PEHE practice area. His career 

experience includes serving as 

assistant dean and associate professor 

for the College of Engineering at 

Kansas State University and working as a nuclear 

engineer at Black & Veatch.  

Roberts told the NSPE membership he has big 

plans for the industry and is excited for the next 

year.  

REGISTRATION AND SPONSORSHIPS AVAVILABLE 

FOR 18TH ANNUAL EFK GOLF FUNDRAISER 

We hope you are planning to attend the 18th Annual Engineers’ 

Foundation of Kansas Fundraiser Golf Tournament.  The tournament 

will take place on Friday, October 6, 2017 with a Shotgun Start at 9:00 

a.m. at Colbert Hills in Manhattan.   

As in past years, it promises to be a great day with prizes awarded for 

top three places of two flights. Registration includes green fees, cart, 

range balls, lunch, and prizes. 

The tournament benefits a great cause.  Revenue from the event is used 

to support two very important programs of the Engineers Foundation of 

Kansas; MATHCOUNTS and our Kansas Engineering Colleges Support 

Program. The goal is to provide support funding for the three major 

engineering schools for extracurricular student and faculty activities 

that promote professionalism. 

Please complete and return the form on the next page to reserve your 

spot.  

We look forward to seeing you at Colbert Hills!                   

If you have any questions, please call the EFK office at 785.233.2121. 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY? 

Check out the employment page of the KSPE website! Take a moment  to browse job 

advertisements from employers seeking qualified professionals at:  

http://www.kansasengineer.org/Employment.aspx  

Are you an employer interested in advertising a job opening with KSPE? Please visit 

www.kansasengineer.org to market your organization through our employment ads and 

newsletters. 

Registration is open! The sixth annual Governor’s Conference on the Future of Water in Kansas will 

be held November 8-9, 2017 at the Hilton Garden Inn and Conference Center in Manhattan, KS.  

Make sure you take a few moments to register as registration is limited and the conference sold out 

last year.  

To build off the success of last year, there will be a Kick-off Reception Tuesday night, November 7. 

Based on feedback from previous conference attendees, Day One of the conference will be a slightly 

different format, and breakouts sessions will be featured in addition to the Day Two concurrent 

sessions. 

Day 1 the conference will highlight the following themes:  

• Water and Emergency Response 

• Ag- Municipal Partnerships 

• Changing Climate and Response 

• Water Policy & Governance around the Nation  

• Kansas Water Vision  

In addition to the above topics, speakers will also focus on federal regulation processes, water 

infrastructure, and EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt has been invited as the keynote speaker.  

Visit: http://kwo.ks.gov/news-events/governor's-water-conference to find the working agenda, registration, 

conference details, sponsors, and hotel information.  

Registration deadline is November 1. 

GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF 

WATER IN KANSAS  

SAVE THE DATE: KSPE FALL 2017 PEG SEMINAR 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Wichita, KS  

KSPE will hold our next Current Issues in Public Sector Engineering Seminar on November 29, 2017 

in Wichita. Agenda and registration will be available soon.  

http://www.kansasengineer.org/Employment.aspx
http://www.kansasengineer.org
http://kwo.ks.gov/news-events/governor's-water-conference
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT… DAVID L. POPE, PE 

Chapter: Topeka 

Education:  

Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in Agricultural Engineering 

from Oklahoma State University. 

What is your employment/education history?  

Principal, Pope Consulting, LLC, for 10 years. I provide consulting 

services related to water management, water law administration and 

interstate water issues, including testimony in arbitration and court 

proceedings. I worked for the Kansas Division of Water Resources 

between 1978 and 2007, including 25 years as Chief Engineer and 

Director, where I was responsible for administration of laws and 

programs related to the conservation, management, use and control of water, watercourses and 

safety of non-federal dams in the state. I represented the state on its interstate river compacts, and 

helped lead two U.S. Supreme Court cases that successfully enforced Kansas compact entitlements 

to water. Beginning In 1976, I served as Manager of the Southwest Kansas Groundwater 

Management District No. 3 where I helped establish local management programs and rules to limit 

additional irrigation development, due to the on-going depletion of the Ogallala Aquifer. Before that, 

I worked five years as an Extension Irrigation Engineer for KSU to provide educational information 

to water users regarding conservation and management of water. 

Tell us about your family.  

I have been married to the love of my life, Julie, for 31 years. We have a daughter and grandson in 

Topeka and a daughter currently living in France. One graduated from Washburn and the other at 

KU. Both are wonderful ladies and have successful careers.  

What is your greatest accomplishment to date?  

Aside from family, I am proud to have helped lead the transition from a period of water development 

in much of Kansas prior to the mid 1970’s, to a period of water conservation and management, 

thereafter. I developed some of the earliest rules to limit depletion of the Ogallala Aquifer, and 

continue working on the issue.  

What do you like to do with your free time?   

Spend time with family and travel. 

If you had to do it all over again, would you become an engineer again? 

Yes 

How has the engineering profession changed since you started? 

The profession is strong, but I believe many engineers could benefit from increased involvement with 

KSPE to increase professional development.    

 

FUN FACTS  

Year You Joined KSPE: Approximately 1978 

How many conferences have you attended: Most of them, especially the last 25 years or so 

Favorite KSPE Conference Memory: Informal discussions at social events 
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NSPE membership includes 15 free professional development hours that you 

can conveniently earn through online seminars. These courses are available  

free to NSPE members. The 15 courses for 2017 are: 

• Building Your Pipeline of Success 

• Defining Roles and Risks for Professional Engineers and Construction 

Managers 

• 2016 Design-Build EJCDC Contract Documents 

• Ethics of Autonomous Vehicles: Who's in the Driver's Seat?  

• Engineering Ethics: Conflicts of Interest  

• Engineering Ethics: Conflicts of Interest and Confidentiality Questions  

• Engineering Ethics: Employer/Employee Relations 

• Engineering Ethics: Licensure and Professional Practice Concerns  

• Engineering Ethics: Public Health and Safety and Communications Issues  

• Engineering Ethics: Misrepresentation  

• Future Trends in Engineering: Rail and Manufacturing 

• Pending Robot Revolution 

• Real and Perceived Concerns About Hydraulic Fracturing 

• Weathering the Storm 

• When Ethics Are Ignored: Lessons from Forensic Engineers 

For more information, please visit: http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute. NSPE is an accepted 

provider in most states. At the end of each seminar, a quiz is available to meet professional 

development requirements. To find out about your state licensing laws for continuing education 

requirements, contact your state/territory licensure board. 

Studying for a PE Civil, PE Mechanical, Electrical 

Power Engineering PE, or FE exam? Webinars 

are available for exam prep. The Minnesota 

Society of Professional Engineers and the Kansas 

Society of Professional Engineers are partnering 

to provide webinar exam prep classes. Courses are 

taught by licensed PEs and certified EITs and are 

available via live webinar, so students from 

anywhere in the county can participate live from 

their location – with the instructor and students 

from other areas of the country. 

More details are available on the MnSPE website, 

including registration forms, announcements for 

each course, dates, deadlines, materials 

information.  

KSPE members receive a discounted cost for exam 

prep courses, but you MUST note that you 

learned about the course 'Via my NSPE State 

Society' during the registration process. 

 Please Click Here to view the website.  

FIFTEEN FREE PDHS AVAILABLE ON NSPE WEBSITE 

FOR NSPE/KSPE/CHAPTER TRI-LEVEL MEMBERS 

PE CIVIL, PE MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL POWER  

ENGINEERING PE AND FE EXAM PREPARATION 

https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=567723C1-4220-491F-842B-8D11AC162C61
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=13397A0C-8F96-4342-8470-80D192E7D246
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=13397A0C-8F96-4342-8470-80D192E7D246
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=76F2546F-DC7B-4432-B083-0E057D0062C0
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=4C0E6F4E-FFC7-414B-9FA4-FB24152EAB12
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=F53CEB01-3A6F-4683-BB0F-F93E4836B902
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=5431B6B0-8FDA-4607-9B51-2B98AE2A121F
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=0265771D-0917-4001-AB75-F3CC3794FE3F
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=BB4C6489-F80A-4896-BF17-3172092CDF82
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=5BC48153-34F0-4930-A2ED-F57768A84890
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=41ACE509-39CB-4791-A3AE-165C333C97A1
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=46D6D2E0-999C-4C6C-9116-32A2EED0E011
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=0D19AACF-5471-4D9B-89ED-310D8E12C285
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=6A94919A-6129-4A2C-A1D6-A3F903BCC8C0
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=1FE66B9B-16E5-4C14-A07F-200A561EBF02
https://www.nspe.org/nf_router?loc=https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=4AAFA365-EA4F-4084-80F6-34DFBD7F4239
http://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute
http://www.mmsend85.com/link.cfm?r=294816720&sid=30487236&m=3463429&u=NSPE&j=16663350&s=http://www.nspe.org/Licensure/LicensingBoards/index.html
http://www.mnspe.org/?page=PE_FE_Exam_Courses
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PLATINUM PARTNER SPONSORS 

 

SILVER PARTNER SPONSORS 

AFFINIS CORP 

Cliff Speegle 

913-239-1110 

 

KANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

Dan Scherschligt 

785-271-0132 

FOLLOW KSPE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Be sure to check our website frequently for current events and items of interest of KSPE and 

our chapters. We also encourage you to visit and follow our Twitter and Facebook pages.  

KSPE President Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/KSPEPresident 

THANK YOU KSPE 2017-2018 PARTNER SPONSORS 

SAVE THE DATE 
2018 KSPE Annual Conference 

June 6-8, 2018 
Hilton Garden Inn 

Manhattan, KS. 

http://affinis.us/
mailto:cspeegle@affinis.us
http://www.ksasphalt.com/
mailto:danskapa@gmail.com
http://www.kansasengineer.org
https://twitter.com/KSPEPresident
https://www.facebook.com/KansasEngineer
https://twitter.com/KansasEngineer
http://www.terracon.com/
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CALENAR OF EVENTS 

 2017  

October 6 EFK Golf Tournament Colbert Hills, Manhattan 

October 11 High Plains Chapter KSPE Leadership Visit Garden City 

November 2 Southeast Chapter KSPE Leadership Visit Iola 

November 9 Tri-Valley Chapter KSPE Leadership Visit  

and Legislative Dinner 

TBD 

November 16 Eastern Chapter KSPE Leadership Visit TBD 

November 16 Wichita Chapter KSPE Leadership Visit Wichita 

November 29 PEG Seminar Wichita 

 2018  

June 6-8 KSPE Annual Conference Manhattan 

Kansas Professional Engineer News  

is published by: 
 

The Kansas Society of Professional Engineers 

825 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 500 

Topeka, KS  66612 

(785) 233-2121 

www.kansasengineer.org 

info@kansasengineer.org 

http://www.kansasengineer.org/
mailto:info@kansasengineer.org


Page 10 Kansas Professional Engineer News 

 

Dear KSPE Members,  

Thank you for your continued support of the Kansas Society of Professional Engineers. This is a one-time request 
that will facilitate effective planning of the various KSPE events throughout our fiscal year, July 1 – June 30, and al-
low firms to more effectively plan and track their KSPE sponsorship investments. Please note that chapter activities 
and sponsorships are separate.  

The Kansas Society of Professional Engineers’ Mission is “To promote, recognize and enhance the engineering pro-
fession by delivering professional development products and services, encouraging licensure, and advocating legis-
lation and public policy for the betterment of human welfare and the profession.”  

To that end, the KSPE Partner Sponsorship Program supports activities that deliver on this mission such as:  

PE Licensure Ceremony – KSPE teams with other organizations to recognize individuals who have recently passed 
the PE exam by sponsoring a winter and summer ceremony.  

KSPE Annual Conference – The KSPE Annual Conference offers various professional development and networking 
opportunities over the course of the nearly three-day conference and includes a golf tournament and Ice Breaker 
reception. KSPE Partners will receive complimentary registrations based upon their partnership level.  

For as much as $2,500 or as little as $1,000, your firm can continue to support the Kansas Society of Professional 
Engineers and our efforts to promote the profession by becoming a KSPE Partner Sponsor. However, for those 
firms not interested in participating in the Annual KSPE Partner Sponsorship Program, KSPE would appreciate any 
sponsorship investment your firm deems appropriate. To participate in this manner, please insert a dollar amount 
in the “Other Amount” portion of the Partner Sponsorship form.  

Below you will find an outline of sponsorship levels and benefits, an enrollment form is included on the last page of 
this newsletter. KSPE Partner firms will also be recognized at the KSPE Annual Conference events. These benefits 
will begin immediately upon commitment to the KSPE Partner Sponsorship program. The funds raised by the KSPE 
Partner Sponsorship Program solely benefit state society funded activities. Please remember to support your lo-
cal chapter. KSPE appreciates any support your firm may have provided in the past, and we look forward to build-
ing on that relationship.  

Regards,  
Wayne Nelson, P.E.  

2017-2018 President, Kansas Society of Professional Engineers  

KSPE PARTNER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

Benefits Platinum  Gold Silver  Bronze 

  $2,500  $2,000  $1,500  $1,000  

Recognition at PE Licensure Ceremony (two per year)     

KSPE Annual Conference         

  Recognition      

  Three Complimentary Registrations        

  Two Complimentary Registrations        

  One Complimentary Registration        

  Two Complimentary Golfers     

Advertisement in bi-monthly newsletter 
Business Card 
Ad with Link 

Business Card 
Ad with Link 

Business Name 
with Link 

Business Name 
and Contact 

Advertisement on KSPE website 
Business Card 
Ad with Link 

Business Card 
Ad with Link 

Business Name 
with Link 

Business Name 
and Contact 

Complimentary Job Postings     



Page 11 Kansas Professional Engineer News 

 

 

 

PARTNER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
 Platinum Partner ........................................................ $2500 

 Gold Partner ............................................................... $2000 

 Silver Partner ............................................................. $1500 

 Bronze Partner ........................................................... $1000 

 In Kind .......................................................... $___________ 

 

Contact Information 

Company Name __________________________________________________________________________ 
Representative  __________________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________  

City, State  Zip ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ______________________________________________________________________________  

Email Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Payment Information 

Check Enclosed      

Bill Me 

Visa     MasterCard      Discover 

Card Number _______________________________________________________________________  

Exp Date________________  Signature __________________________________________________   

 

Advertising  

Platinum and Gold: Please forward your business card size ad (Horizontal 3.5” wide by 2” height) to am-
ber@kansasengineer.org. 

Please return completed form at your earliest convenience to: 
The Kansas Society of Professional Engineers 

825 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 500, Topeka, KS 66612 
785-233-2121 

 info@kansasengineer.og 

mailto:info@kansasengineer.og

